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April 2026 Newsletter

General Meeting

April 13, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.in the Deutsche Halle

Ladies’ Dinner Special — Stuffed Ham platter

A Message from our President

Guten Tag Freunde und Kollegen, (Good day friends and fellow members),
“In like a lion, out like a lamb” the 18th-century weather proverb ... of the traditional Spring transition.

March at the Delaware Saengerbund was filled with many traditional, fun and exciting events. We had our
regular adult German classes, children's Deutsche Schule, singing and dance practices as well as our other
regular weekly events. We held our club’s 173rd Stiftungsfest (Anniversary), Founders’ Day Frihschoppen
(breakfast and drinking before noon), a St Patrick’s day celebration, Starkbierfest (strong beer fest), Friday
night food events as well as music throughout the month.

None of these events, no matter how good they were, compare to the true highlight of the month, if not the
year or dare | say the past decade, the awarding of the “Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of
Germany” (the Bundesverdienstkreuz) to Ms.Trudy Gilgenast. The award was presented to Trudy by the
German Ambassador to the United States, Jens Hanefeld, on Thursday March 12th in a ceremony at his
residence in Washington, D.C. This is the highest civilian award presented by the Federal Republic of
Germany for outstanding service to the nation, and must be approved by the Head of State, in this case,
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Germany’s President. Trudy was nominated and received this award based on her
profound impact in preserving the German heritage and language as well as celebrating the traditions and
culture which we all share and that bring us all together.

Congratulations Edeltraut “Trudy” Gilgenast on receiving this most prestigious award.

Trudy has been a member of the DSB for virtually her entire life. She isn’t simply a member of the club; the
club is truly part of who she is. It lives in her spirit, her commitment, and everything she does.

Trudy, thank you for all you've done and thank you for letting us all be a part of it.

The Delaware Saengerbund continues to be busy with events and activities, please come out and join us.
Servus,

Rudy Schock, President

Mobile phone: (814) 574-8243 please send a text or leave a voicemail message.
Email: rschock324@gmail.com
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DSB Chorus
The Singers are busy preparing for our Spring Concert which will be on Sunday, May 3rd starting at 3:00 p.m.
On Saturday, May 16th the Singers will be hosting a Yard Sale in the DSB Parking lot from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. A flyer is available in this newsletter.

If you are interested in joining us, please stop in on any Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. in the Deutsche Halle.

Keith Farmer, Singers Chairperson

Property Committee

MEETING: Monday, April 6, 2026, 7:30 p.m. - DSB Library
WORKDAY: Saturday, April 18, 2026, 8:30 a.m.

Sunshine Committee

If you know of a member who has been ill, in the hospital, has lost a loved one, or could just be brightened up
with a thinking of you card, please contact me. We also like to celebrate our members’ happy life events.
Weddings! Babies! Graduations! Retirements! Let me know!

Stephanie Roten. Call, Text or Email. (302) 402-3116 sroten2025@yahoo.com

Honoring Edeltraut “Trudy” Gilgenast

As you read in the President's Message, Trudy Gilgenast was recently awarded the
Bundesverdienstkreuz, Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany. In receiving
this honor, Trudy becomes only the fourth member and first woman of the Delaware Saengerbund to
receive this honor. Because of this exemplary accomplishment, the Board of Directors has decided to
honor Trudy by having a reception at the DSB. In agreement with Trudy we have decided to keep it
simple and have it as a “Kaffee und Kuchen” (Coffee and Cake) reception. The reception will be
hosted by the Board of Directors along with help from the Culture Committee and take place at the
club from 1:00 - 3:00 on the afternoon of Sunday May 17, 2026. All members are invited, and we ask
only that you dress appropriately (Business Casual) and that you let us know your intent to attend by
submitting an RSVP by Sunday May 3rd. Your RSVP can be emailed to Rudy Schock at
rschock324@gmail.com or return the attached tear-off slip to the club, addressed to Rudy Schock,
President.

RSVP for Trudy’s Bundesverdienstkreuz Reception

l/we, print name(s) plan on attending Trudy’s reception.

Return this tear-off slip to the club or email Rudy by NO LATER THAN Sunday May 3™
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1st Vice President

Thank you to everyone that came out to celebrate at the St. Patrick's Day party and to everyone that brought in
all the great food. The 4th annual Starkbierfest on March 21st was a very nice event with all the great beer and
food that was served. A special thank you to all the groups that provided entertainment during the afternoon.

We have a couple of Friday night food events scheduled in April. The first is on Friday April 17th with a
baseball themed "Take me out to the Bauernstube" night. There will be several ballpark foods available for
purchase. See the enclosed flyer for all the details and stick around afterwards to watch the Phillies game. On
Friday April 24th, a Bacon Pasta Casserole dinner will be served from 6 - 7:30 PM.

Finally, the Bauernstube will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 5th.

Hope to see you all in the Bauernstube.

Jim Little, 1st Vice President

Musik in der Bauernstube

Come join us for some Musik in der Bauernstube! We have songbooks and you are welcome to sing along
with us, or just sit back, schunkel (sway to the music), clap or even get up and dance! We are happy to
provide music for your enjoyment:

Friday, April 10th — Ann
Friday, April 24th - Steve

Schiitzenverein

Our trapshooting day is on May 2nd at Wilmington Trap Shooting Association with lunch to follow at the WTA.
See the attached flyer for more information.

Matt Nussle

Photography Club

The Photography Club will meet on Sunday, April 26 from 2:00-4:00 pm in the VSR. Feel free to bring your
photo gear and some of your favorite recent photos! For more information, please
email dsbphotoclub@gmail.com.

Joe Wengloski

Membership
As we welcome the beauty of Spring, may the season bring warmer days, fresh beginnings, and plenty of
opportunities to spend time with friends at the Club. Wishing all our members a wonderful Spring filled with
friendship and good times.

Ann Marie Blaasch, Membership Secretary
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Enzian Volkstanzqruppe (EVTG)

Greetings from the EVTG! March has been a busy month! In addition to our weekly Thursday night practices
for both children and adults, our dance group was invited to participate in an international event at Unionville
High School in PA on Friday evening March 13th. Steve Armstrong played his accordion as Emma Boyer,
Emma, Matt, and Steve Marek danced for the audience. It was a lot of fun. Then, the next day, several of our
group participated in the annual Mid-Atlantic Jugend Einzel Competition (March 14th). This year's event was
hosted by UGH at their Vereinigung Erzgebirge in Warminster, PA and included 10 of our dancers: Allyssa
Schulz-Fricker, Emma Boyer, Emma Marek, Eva Kane, Erin and Emma Loveless, Jayden Biesenbach, Matt
Marek, and Mallory and Collin Creveling.

Congratulations to our young people who placed in their age groups:

16-20 year-olds: Mallory Creveling (3rd), Matt Marek (3rd), Collin Creveling (4th)
12-15 year olds: Emma Boyer (2nd), Erin Loveless (5th)

9-11 year olds: Eva Kane (3rd), Emma Loveless (4th)

Allyssa and Jayden were the warm-up Einzel couple - starting out the dancing for everyone. It was wonderful
to see Jayden, Mal and Collin return from college for the weekend, just to join us in dancing! And yes, there's
more - - - later that very same day, March 14th, our dancers jumped back on the dance floor to dance for

the DSB's 173rd Stiftungsfest - hard to keep these dancing feet stilll Thanks to the Marek Family again
(Emma, Matt and Steve), Emma Boyer, Erin and Emma Loveless, Mallory and Collin Creveling, Tori
Widderkind, and Brandon Spivey, who danced to music played by Ann Wengloski on her accordion. Thanks
too to Richard Grieb who gave a brief introduction to each dance. The Starkbierfest was another March event
where you could see the EVTG dancing.

Upcoming events in April include:

Sat. April 18th Einzel Workshop here at the DSB. 11:00-1:00 pm... a great opportunity for dancers of all ages
to come and practice, to get together with fellow dancers from other Mid-Atlantic Vereine, and to receive tips,
pointers, ideas, tricks, and critiques from other dance leaders and teachers.

Sat. April 25th GTV Almrausch's 101st Stiftungsfest 6:00 p.m. at the Cannstatter Volksfest Verein (9130
Academy Road, Philly)

Dance practices are scheduled for April 2nd, 16th, 23rd and 30th at 7:30 for kids, 8:30 for adults. Why not stop
by to watch and cheer us on! We're also always looking for new members to join us - bitte schdn!

Ann Wengloski,
Secretary of the Enzian Volkstanzgruppe

Genealogy Research Group

The next Genealogy Research Group event and meeting will take place on May 3 at 1:30pm in the VSR. The
first hour will highlight Trudy Gilgenast. After a brief intermission, the second hour will focus on research tips
followed by Q&As from our group members. All are welcome at our events and meetings.

Questions?

Email to Sheila Young (say2018@gmail.com)
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Culture Committee

The DSB librarian would like any DSB members who have written books in German or English focusing on
German-related topics to donate a copy to the library. Donated books would be put on the reference shelf and
would not leave the library.

We are pleased to announce the two winners of the Concordia Language Camp Scholarships for the summer
of 2026: Ava Rose Spittle Wagner and Erin Loveless.

Kindercamp will take place from August 10 to 14 from 9:00 until 1:00. Children ages 8 to 12 are welcome to
attend.

The German Honors ceremony and dinner is scheduled for May 1 with Dr. Ester Riehl as master of
ceremonies. The Sepp Hilsenrad Memorial Award and Fulda Scholarship will be presented. DSB members
are invited to attend the ceremony as a way to show support for these outstanding young adults.

Sunday Afternoon at the Movies will begin as soon as the dates are secured. The DVDs are in German with
English subtitles. Everyone is invited to attend. Popcorn will be available. The first movie will be
Casablanca.

The group considered hosting a Friday Night Food event in October or perhaps later in the fall.
The next meeting of the Culture Committee will be Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 7:00 in the Boardroom.

Sandie Mather and Anne Sullivan, Co-Chairs

Cornhole

We continue to play Cornhole in the Deutsche Halle from 6:00pm to 7:30pm on Monday evenings except on
General Meeting nights and unless otherwise noted. Come join us to see what it's all about and share in our
“Gemdtlichkeit”.

DSB BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SCHOLARSHIP - 2026

The Mission of the DSB is to uphold and promote the German traditions of language, culture and family. In
keeping with these traditions, the Board of Directors offers a scholarship to a currently enrolled senior in
high school student that plans to pursue post-secondary education. The applicants must be of German
descent and must provide proof of German heritage. All applications and required documentation must be
submitted no later than April 15" of the scholarship year with no exceptions. Please visit our club website
www.delawaresaengerbund.org and click on Membership on the right side of the banner. Then click
Scholarship on the left side of the screen. Or copy and paste or click the link below to go directly to the
Scholarship page. https://delawaresaengerbund.org/membership/scholarship/

NOTE: Please review the DSB Scholarship Guidelines BEFORE completing the DSB Scholarship
Application. An incomplete application, missing or required information, etc., will result in the application not
being considered.



http://www.delawaresaengerbund.org/
https://delawaresaengerbund.org/membership/scholarship/

Pelamare Sangerbund and Library ssn., Ine.

Craft Committee

The Crafters meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month, from 12:30-2:30 in the library. Anyone is welcome
to come. We are always looking for new ideas for things to make and sell at the Christmas Festival in November.
Come in the back door of the club.

Barb McMullin and Carol Bridges

Ladies of the DSB

After much interference from Mother Nature we were finally able to hold our Ladies’ meeting on March 2n |
We recently celebrated two wonderful annual events, Fasching and Stiftungsfest. Both events were enjoyed by
all and well attended.We had a soap making class organized by Desiree Mulford. It was well attended and
enjoyed.The Ladies donated $250 and purchased items used for the NCC Adopt-a-Family program.

Our Ladies’ trip to Winterthur is being planned for either the 5th or 12th of May this year.

Our Ladies’ Christmas Festival is scheduled for November 21st.

Please keep Dennis, Marti and the Kane family in your prayers as they continue rebuilding their home.

Our next Ladies’ meetings are April 27th and May 25th at 7 p.m. in the VSR. Come join us!

The General meeting special menu item for April 13th is Stuffed Ham platter.

Jean Amundsen, President, Ladies of the DSB, jafancy97 @icloud.com

Garden Committee

Thank you to all the members that have come out for our recent gardening talks! They were all informative and
well attended. Please let me know if there is a garden topic you would like help with- I’'m sure we can find a
Master Gardener to help with that.

Our recent work around the club has been to focus on clearing out last year’s growth and get ready for spring
flower planting. We will be selecting new plantings to replace the weeping cherries that flanked the Library.

And on the subject of planting, the spring Garden Committee NATIVE perennial sale is happening again! |
have ordered a few (32) Virginia Bluebells Mertensia Virginica that will be available before and after the
General Meeting on Monday, April 13th only. We will have two opportunities to purchase five other
varieties. The first opportunity will be before and after the General Meeting on Monday, May 11th and the
second will be from 9:00 till 11:00 am on Saturday, May 16th during the DSB Yard Sale. Plants for sale at
these times will be: butterfly milkweed Asclepias Tuberosa, native columbine Aquilegia Canadensis, purple
coneflower Echinacea Purpurea, red cardinal flower Lobelia Cardinalis, and mountain mint Pycnanthemum
Muticum.

Weeding Wednesdays resume on April 1st (no joke!) and we will be looking for members to join our Watering
Team for this year. Our first Watering Team training will be on Wednesday, May 13th at 6:00pm in the Bier
Garten. Our next Organizational meeting will be on Monday, April 20th at 7:30 in the Bauernstube.

Email julia.dooley@gmail.com with questions or to join the team!
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Reiseqruppe (Travel Group)

e Friday April 10, 2026 — Yuengling Brewery Tour — $45 member, $55 non-member- Only a few seats
available. Email : jdyson1014@gmail.com if you want me to hold your seat.

o Annapolis Naval Academy Tour — due to security risk tours have been postponed indefinitely. We are
looking to find an alternative day trip.

e Sunday August 16 — August 20 ,2026 — Riedlbauer’s Resort 4 day-. We currently have 17 people
signed up. If you are interested in going but do not want to drive, please email
: [dyson1014@gmail.com . We will help with carpooling, flyers available with detailed information. It's
only a $ 50 deposit to hold your room. Full payment due upon arrival. You can receive a full refund if
you cancel 2 weeks prior. After March there may not be rooms available. So sign up now.

e December 4-10, 2026 — Christmas Markets of Montreal and Quebec City -brochures available in the
Bauernstube — There are still a few seats available. Must sign up no later than May 27, 2026.

Our next group meeting is Monday May 4th starting at 6:30 pm in the VSR. All club members are welcome.

Please Note — Additional Flyers can be found in the online version of the Newsletter

Bus Trip to Helen Georgia, October 2026

We still have 10 seats available for the bus trip to Helen Georgia in October of this year. We leave
the DSB on Thursday October 8th and return on Tuesday October 13th. The 6 day, 5 night trip is
by private motorcoach and includes a tour of the Biltmore Estate and Mansion as well as a wine
tasting in Ashville NC, Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello in Charlottesville VA as well as 3 nights in
the Bavarian inspired Alpine Village of Helen GA in the Blue Ridge Mountains of northern
Georgia. The signup deadline is Sunday May 31st ... see the attached flyer and reservation form.

The cost of the trip is $1,100 per person based on double occupancy* If you would like to make a
reservation, sign up or have any questions or need more information, please call or text Rudy
Schock at (814) 574-8243 or by email at rschock324@gmail.com

Friday Night Food, April 24th

On Friday April 24th, Heinz and Erika Ambrosch with friends will be hosting a Friday Night Food.

The meal will be a Bacon Pasta Casserole served with a mixed salad, homemade dressing and a
seasonal dessert. The cost of dinner will be $12 per person and meals will be served from 6:00pm
to 7:30pm. No reservations are required but meals will be limited ... so please come early to make
sure you get some. Both the Bauernstube and Von Steuben Room will be open for seating.
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212026/‘
~ TRAP & SKEET SHOOTING
SPRING EVENT
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Tables provided for

$10.00 each (make

checks payable to:
DSB Singers)

Participants are required to set up
and put away their own tables
(unless physically unable).
Reservations & payment must be made
by May 11th.

For more details, contact Keith Farmer
@ 302-354-9748

Name:

Phone #:

Number of Tables:

May be left in the Singers Mailbox
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@ TAKE ME OUT 1o TOTHE 3
S5 BAUERNSTUBE {4z
. A Ballpark-Themed Food Night _g

Step up to the plate and join us for a night of
ballpark favorites, drinks, and gemut&c/uéat/

@ Menu Line-Up Includes (Available for Purchase):

Classic Ballpark Franks
(with or without Kraut) S

@ Crispy Ballpark Fries
@ Nachos with Cheese
&) Philly Soft Pretzels
&) Cracker Jack

@ Popcorn and Peanuts (Free!)

5 Date: Friday, April 17

=~ (D Time: 5:00 — 7:00 PM -,
4 = —

Wear your favorite baseball jersey or team gear

and come ready for agr and-sbam even.u% =
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Delaware S aenge-rﬁund‘ Chorus

When: Sunday, May 3, 2025
Time: 3:00pM (doors open at 2:00)

FEntertainment to be .ﬂln;nouncea]l~
Food Available for Purchase

Raffle Prizes!
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I¥'s tirne for

Kindercamp

Summer Language Camp for Kids: Deutsch macht Spal3!
Monday, August 10 to Friday, August 14, 2026 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Kindercamp theme this year is Lebensquelle Wasser (The Power of Water). Participants will question,
observe, explore, experiment, draw and paint, sing, understand and explain where water comes from, why it is
such an essential resource for our lives and what kids can do to preserve it.

e Children ages 8 to 12 are welcome to attend the camp.
e The camp is free of charge for the children and grandchildren of DSB members.
e Non-members pay $100 per child.

The application deadline is July 10. Children will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A total of 14
children will be accepted.
For questions, please contact Iris Busch (beuren@udel.edu)

___-'d - = -

Application for Kindercamp 2026
Send to: DSB, attn. Culture Committee, 49 Salem Church Road Newark, DE 19713

Applications must be received no later than July 10, 2026. There is no fee for members. Non-members may also
sign up for $100 per child.

Member? Please circle one. Yes No

Name(s) of Child(ren) and Age(s) and any Food Allergies:

Name, Email and Phone Number of Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s):
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Delaware Saengerbund Reisegruppe

Oktoberfest in Helen Georgia with a

visit to Biltmore Estate and Monticello

Thursday October 8th - Tuesday October 13th 2026
Helen is a Bavarian styled Alpine Village set in the Appalachian Mountains of
northern Georgia. Helen is known for its unique atmosphere and various activities,
and its celebration of Oktoberfest activities from September through October.
DSE Reisegruppe 6 Day Trip to Helen Georgia INCLUDES

® Round trip transportation via private motorcoach equipped with a restroom

#  Five (5) nights hotel accommodations: one (1) in Bristol, TN; three (3) in Helen GA; and one
(1) in Charlottesville VA

# FEight (8) meals including five (5) Breakfasts and three (3) Dinners

& Admission and audio-tour at the Biltmore Estate Mansion

® Visit to the gardens and grounds at Biltmore including the Conservatory

& Visit to Antler Hill Village at Biltmore including a wine tasting at Biltmore Winery

# Two (2) full days in Helen to enjoy the Bavarian atmosphere as you wish with its many alpine
themed shops, restaurants and activities

#& While in Helen we are planning one afternoon at Habersham Winery, Nacoochee Antiques and

Nora Mill Granary Grist Mill & Country Store, for thos e who wish
# Highlights tour of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello

» All taxes and gratuities for the tour features including gratuities for our three (J) dinners and the
motorcoach driver.

Depart the DSB parking lot in Newark DE at 7:00am Thursday, October 8th
Approximate return to the DSB parking lot at 7:00pm, Tuesday, October 13th

Cost per person based on double occupancy* $1,100

*for single occupancy add $400

We will be travelling in a 56 passenger metercoach and pricing is based on participation of
30 persons. If fewer than 30 sign-up before February 1, 2026, the trip will be cancelled and all
deposits will be refunded. Please note that for every 10 additional people who participate, we
will be able to reduce the fee for the trip by $100 per person with adjustments made priorto
final payments.

A $250 deposit is required with registration and is fully refundable as long as we fill the

spot or the cancellation is m ade pricr to the initial registration deadline of February
1, 2026
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Delaware Saengerbund Reisegruppe
Helen Georgia Trip

Reservation Form

Retum this form with, at minimum , a deposit payment to Rudy Schock
at the DSB If you have any questions, please contact Rudy Schock
by phone at (814) 574-8243 oremail at rschock324@amail.com
Please Print Clearly

Contact name(s):

Email address:

Cell phone number:

Preferred Room Type {(mark one). 2 Beds: 1Bed:

{(mark one) Smoking: Mon-Smoking:

All checks should be made payable to DSB with “Helen” in the memo line

A deposit of $250 perperson is required with this reservation form. The
refund policy is noted in the trip information on the front of this flyer.

Deposit:

2nd payment of $250 per person is due by no later than Sunday March 29,
2026

2nd Payment:

Balance due by Sunday May 31, 2026. You will be contacted prior to the
balance due date informing you of your balance.

Balance due: Payment made:

For Office Use Only

Mumber of persons: Payment received, date and total-

Payment received, date and total:

Payment received, date and total:
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MONTHLY EVENT CALENDAR
Date | Day Event Time Location
Apr2 | THUR Culture Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. Board Room
Apr 6 MON Property Committee Meeting 7:30 p.m. Library
Apr 10 FRI Yuengling Brewery Tour 8:30 a.m.
Apr13 | MON General Meeting 7:30 p.m. Deutsche Halle
Apr 17 FRI Friday Night Food - 5:00-7:00 pm | Bauernstube/VSR
Apr 18 | SAT Property Clean up 8:30 a.m.
Apr18 | SAT EVTG Einzel Workshop 11:00 a/m/ Deutsche Halle
Apr 24 FRI Friday Night Food — Bacon Pasta Casserole 5:00-7:30 pm | Bauernstube/VSR
Apr26 | SUN Spitzbuben - Library 1:00 Library
Apr 27 | MON Ladies’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. VSR
Apr26 | SUN Photography Club 2:00 p.m. VSR
May 1 FRI Univ of DE German Honor Society 5:00 p.m. Deutsche Halle
May 3 SUN Genealogy Research Meeting 1:00 p.m. VSR
May 3 | SUN Singers’ Spring Concert 3:00 p.m. Deutsche Halle
May 4 | MON Reisegruppe Meeting 6:30 p.m. VSR
May 4 | MON Property Meeting 7:30 p.m. Library
May 5 | TUES Membership Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. VSR
May 7 | THUR Culture Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. Board Room
May 11 | MON General Meeting 7:30 p.m. Deutsche Halle
May 15 | FRI Friday Night Food — to be announced TBD Bauernstube/VSR
May 16 | SAT Singers’ Spring Yard Sale 9:00 a.m. Parking Lot
May 18 | MON Ladies” Meeting 7:00 p.m. VSR
May 19 | TUES New Member Induction meeting 7:00 p.m. VSR
June 6 | SAT DSB Club Picnic TBD Grounds
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